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Book Trailers  

 You’ve seen them for movies! 

 They work for books too! 

 They get students attention. 

 They’re really not that hard to create! 

 Students get excited about creating them too! 

 We attach them to our webpage. 

 Robyn Young helped me create a trailer for each of this 
year’s Rosies.     

http://www.shenandoah.k12.in.us/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=3629&linkid=nav-menu-container-4-22654


Animoto  

 www.animoto.com 

 Could uses Windows Movie Maker, but this is faster, 
easier, and students assure me, look cooler! 

 Free for Educators 

 Set Up Your own account and play before you begin 
using it with students. 

http://www.animoto.com/


Things to Consider 

 Covers from Books A Million– simpler than Amazon. 

 Succinct Wording– you only have 22 lines, 30 lines. 

 Need to use Public Domain Photos/ Labeled for Reuse. 

 creativecommons.org 

 commons.wikimedia.org 

 Flickr- Advanced Image Search 

 Google– Advanced Image Search 

 Photobucket– all images are labeled for reuse 

 (Students may fight you a bit here; they want to use what 
they want to use.) 

 Have to be .jpg or .gif; .bitmap will not work in Animoto. 

 Gimp and Picknik will change bitmap to jpeg or gif. 

 Publisher, Copyright 

 

http://www.google.com/webhp?sourceid=navclient&ie=UTF-8
http://www.google.com/webhp?sourceid=navclient&ie=UTF-8
http://www.google.com/webhp?sourceid=navclient&ie=UTF-8
http://www.google.com/webhp?sourceid=navclient&ie=UTF-8


Animoto with Students 

 You will receive a Code, effective for 180 days.  Then you simply 
reapply and get a new code and update student accounts. 

 Can set up to 50 student accounts. 

 Set up a dummy email on gmail. 

 Keep a record of what you assign to students. 

 That way I can access their accounts to post their trailers. 

 shslibrarymedia+1@gmail.com 

 +1, +2, +3, +4, etc. 

 Password– radier1112 (our mascot & the school year) 

 Need Students’ Names 

 Need Students’ Birthdays 

mailto:shslibrarymedia+1@gmail.com


Prep Work for Students 

 I have a page with links for them. 

 This year I created a worksheet for students.  Requiring 
them to fill it out ahead of time made a huge difference. 

 Getting the publisher and copyright. 

 Writing down character names and exact locations. 

 Generating a list of images they hoped to find. 

 Student Animoto Worksheet & Rubric 

http://www.shenandoah.k12.in.us/education/components/links/links.php?sectiondetailid=3510&linkid=nav-menu-container-4-22661
Animoto Rubric.doc
Animoto Rubric.doc
Animoto Rubric.doc
Animoto Rubric.doc


Creating Your Trailer 

 First step, choose a 
background. 

 Pictures– Can upload 
from Facebook, your 
computer, Animoto itself.  
Have your cover from 
Books A Million. 

 Music– I use what is 
available on Animoto, so 
I don’t have to worry 
about copyright issues. 

 Add Text Boxes. 

 



Storyboard/Creation Space 

Change the 

background/ 

style of your 

trailer. 

Find Music.  

Organized by 

category. 

Where you 

add text. 

Only 22 lines 

& 30 lines.  

You can also 

choose from 

their pics and 

videos. 



A Trailer in Progress 

You simply 

click and drag 

to move text 

and pics. 

Options for 

manipulating pics 

and text. 



Finishing Details 
 

 You will often produce your video several times. 

 You can always go back and Edit. 

 To get it on your webpage, you Share the Link. 

 You can also email it to people. 

 I eventually download it to my computer or a flash drive 
as well. 

 



Sharing Your Trailer 

You have several 

options here.  

Sharing the link.  

Emailing the link.  I 

have never tried to 

post it to another 

site. 



Continuing the Fun 

As you create more 
and more trailers, 
you will access them 
through the My 
Videos link near the 
top, right. 

You can also click on 
Create Video when 
you are ready for a 
new Trailer! 
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