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Agrlcultural economlst finds fertlle |
~ground for conversatlon on tax reform

" “By'Maureen Hayden 3

’ CNHI Statehouse Bureau e

INDIANAPOLIS .

you understand the mtrlca- :
c1es of property tax reform_”: ;
in: Indiana,” you probably. -
don't need to know who'

Larry DeBoer is.

“But if you're bafﬂed by

homestead credits; gross
assessed values, drfferen-
tial caps, and thelr ‘connec-
tion to -a constitutional ref

" erendum on the ballot this

fall, then DeBoer is a good
man to know.

~His official title is profes- ‘

sor-of agricultural econom-
ics~at. Purdue University:
Unofficially, he’s known as

the go-to- guy fot almost

anyone — from farmers and

firemen’ to lobbyists and .
lawmakers — who needs to

kniow how Indrana state and
focal finances really work."

“My aim is to-be under-
stood,” said DeBoer,:short- - -
ly before taking the podmm
" at a confereénce- of emer- -

gency - resporiders -who'd

invited him ‘to simplify. the -

complexities - of. Indlana s
tax code.

That’s no-small goal glv-
en the topic he's invited to
speak on often these days:
A proposed constitutional
amendment that- sets -into

stone the most sweeping

changes in Indiana govern-
ment finance in at least 35
years.

Theamendment, if passed,

would cap property taxes in

Indiana forever and ','likely

. change the way local govern-

ments — long depeéndent on
 those property tax reventies
* — fund their services. .

DeBoer'doesn’t advocate

for ‘or against the . ‘amend-
‘ment. Instead, he advocates _
for understandmg it

~His skill at helping others

do that has eafried hifn the

*_affectionate tifle-of “Every—

* body’s Favorite Professor,”
from attorney and pohtlcal _
‘blogger Dotig  Massor.
Masson is-a former-staff .
member of the state’s Leg-.

. islative Services Agency, a

nonpartisan agency where
DeBoer works one day a

. week as a consultant on tax

and firiance issues."
“He understands every-

thing about state and local

government financing,”

Masson said. “And he can -

simplify it for an audience

_ withoiut compromlsmg the

message.’

- With the ameridment on
the November ballot,
DeBoer is traveling the

state armed with graphs,

charts and a dose of humor,
delivering presentations to

- Rotarians, librarians, cham-
-bers of commerce; farmer

orgamzatmns and-a host of
civic leaders.

The economiics  of gov-
err'lment haveé  fascinated

_him since he’ was a young-

ster, growing up outside
New York City.

“I remember the head-
line, ‘Ford to New York:
Drop Dead,” DeBoer said;

Camed in the New York
Daily News, it headlined a

- -'1975 story on President Ger-
. ald Ford’s promise to veto a
;o plan to-bail .out New York

" City, then on the brink of
‘bankruptcy - dnd . unable to

deliver basic services. .
- He remembered that as

“he studied economics as an

undergraduate -at Earlham
College in Richmond, Ind.,
and later at Syracuse Uni-

‘versity as a graduate stur

dent earning his Ph.D. in

.macr oeconomics.

When he was invited to
join the faculty at Purdue
University, as the agricul
ture department’s resident
econormist, his interest in
local government financing
proved a perfect fit. Farm-
ers, often the biggest prop
erty owners in a communt
ty, have a direct interest in
how much of them they
have to pay.

How local governments
collect. and spend their
money on services tha
range from trash-collecting
to fire-fighting, stll fasc1
nates him.

“Think of what cities and
counties do. The services
they deliver are so tangi
ble,” DeBoer said. ‘Theyve
got to deliver the goods.”




