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Fine Arts for the School Age

Suzanne Walker

What are the fine arts?

• 2 dimensional art
– Painting
– Drawing
– photography

• 3 dimensional art
– Sculpture
– Paper mache

• Performing arts
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Today’s presentation
• Mural
• Paper Mache
• Clay Pots
• Easy Peasy Pastels
• Eric Carle Fruit Bowls
• Prints
• Still Life
• Go Outside
• Copy from the masters
• Your ideas?

Our Mural
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Part of Get Creative Summer Reading

Garden of Imagination Mural 

We need your artwork to use in a mural we will be painting 
together on the library wall! What does a fairy look like?  
What color is a troll?  Draw, color or paint people, animals, or 
scenes from your favorite fairytale and hand in your paintings 
to the library. Your paintings will not be returned.  

Use your imagination! Your drawings don’t have to look like 
those in books. The entire community is invited to submit 
artwork.  Here is a list of the fairytales we will use:  The 
Gingerbread Man / The Cow Jumped Over the Moon / 
Humpty Dumpty / Jack and the Beanstalk / Billy Goats Gruff / 
The Frog Prince / Rapunzel.
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Part of Get Creative Summer Reading

Get Creative with Painting!  Come make 
tempera paintings on paper to get ideas for 
the mural.  We will be painting pictures of 
people, animals, or scenes from your favorite 
fairytale at this event. Use your imagination! 
Wear old clothes. Adults invited to stay! Here 
is a list of the fairytales we will use:  The 
Gingerbread Man / The Cow Jumped Over the 
Moon / Humpty Dumpty / Jack and the 
Beanstalk / Billy Goats Gruff / The Frog Prince 
/ Rapunzel

Part of Get Creative Summer Reading

What: At this program we will be painting a wall 
at our library with permanent paint.  You do 
not have to be an artist to paint.  The painting 
will be roughed out for us ahead of time.  You 
may submit artwork to be included on the 
wall.  See details above.  
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Murals from the Web

• www.create-a-mural.com
• http://fairydustteaching.blogspot.com/2011/0

7/monets-mural.html

• I love this next one:
• http://www.artprojectsforkids.org/2008/10/oi

l-pastel-landscape.html
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Paper Mache Masks

• We did this over three sessions.
– Session One:  First layer of paper mache
– Session Two:  Second Layer of paper mache
– Session Three:  Painting

Then I took them home and my husband and I cut 
out all the holes.

What you need

• Newspaper
• Copy Paper
• Balloon
• Paper or Plastic Bowls
• Glue
• Towels and / or rags
• Large tarp to cover floor
• Plastic covering for tables
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Step by Step Paper Mache

• Prep your room by covering all surfaces with 
tarps or plastic tablecloths

• Blow up balloons first.  Takes too long to do 
with kids in room.

• Place each balloon on a plastic bowl.
• Mix your glue (I used:  1 part Elmer’s, 1 part 

water, and about a ¼ part corn starch).
• Place a bowl, bucket, or bin of glue for every 

set of four children

Step by Step Paper Mache

• Have several hand-cleaning stations where 
children can rinse their hands off.  I just used a 
couple of towels spread on the floor with a  
bucket of warm water on sitting in the middle.  
Have lots of towels or rags available to dry off.

• Children should not have any jewelry on their 
hands or arms and should pull all hair back.



10/24/2011

10

Step by Step Paper Mache

• Now you are ready.
• Bring the kids in.  Put them in their paint shirts 

or smocks (I use old tee shirts).
• Have the “rules” talk.  I sit them on the floor 

away from the glue.
• Start by having them tear a lot of paper.  We 

used a small baby pool to hold it all.

Step by Step Paper Mache

• Do a demonstration of paper mache while the 
kids are still not by the glue

• Have kids take armload of paper to their table 
and begin

• Be sure to explain that they only have to cover 
one side of their balloon

• Use newspaper only for first session


