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Keeping Up: Weblogs, RSS Feeds, and Aggregators
Kathleen A. Hanna, IUPUI University Library

Weblog (or blog):  a website in which items are posted on a regular basis and displayed with the newest at the top. Like other media, blogs often focus on a particular subject, such as food, politics, or local news. Some blogs function as online diaries. A typical blog combines text, images, and links to other blogs, web pages, and other media related to its topic. –from Wikipedia
Use a blog search engine, such as Daypop http://www.daypop.com/ or Google Blog Search http://blogsearch.google.com, to locate additional blogs.  
· ACRLog http://acrlblog.org/                                                                               Official blog of the Association of College & Research Libraries. 
· Endless Hybrids http://endlesshybrids.com/                                                  Endless Hybrids refer to the infinite creation of knowledge that arises out of primary and secondary sources. Access to these materials allow for the critical analysis and development of new theories and ways of understanding.

· The Information Literacy Land of Confusion http://lorenzen.blogspot.com/            Blog of Michael Lorenzen, Head of Reference Services at the Park Library of Central Michigan University, discussing library user education, library instruction, librarianship, information literacy, and search engines. 
· Information Wants to Be Free http://meredith.wolfwater.com/wordpress/index.php                                                 A librarian, writer and tech geek, Meredith Farkas, Distance Learning Librarian at Norwich University, reflecting on the profession and the tools we use to serve our patrons.
· The Kept-Up Academic Librarian http://keptup.typepad.com/academic/          From Stephen Bell, Director of Gutman Library at Philadelphia University.  
· Library Web Chic http://www.librarywebchic.net/wordpress/                     Resources for librarians who are interested in the application of web design and technologies in libraries from Karen A. Coombs, Head of Web Services at the University of Houston Libraries.

· Re: Generations http://www.cla.ca/divisions/cacul/regenerations/  “. . . reaching new academic librarians to re-energize the academic librarian profession. . . ” from members of the Canadian Association of College & University Libraries and the Canadian Library Association.
· SD Librarian  http://sdlibrarian.blogspot.com/                                                   News and commentary about tools and articles for library and information professionals, mostly on Web 2.0 (RSS, blogs, etc.) from chemistry librarian, Teri Vogel, at the University of California – San Diego. 

RSS is a family of web feed formats, specified in XML and used for Web syndication. RSS is used by (among other things) news websites, weblogs and podcasting. Web feeds provide web content or summaries of web content together with links to the full versions of the content, and other metadata. RSS in particular, delivers this information as an XML file called an RSS feed, webfeed, RSS stream, or RSS channel. In addition to facilitating syndication, web feeds allow a website's frequent readers to track updates on the site using an aggregator.

On Web pages, web feeds (RSS or Atom) are typically linked with the word "Subscribe" or an orange rectangle, 

, or with the letters 

 or 

, usually a direct link to an RSS feed. –from Wikipedia
Aggregator (or news aggregator) is a type of software that retrieves syndicated Web content that is supplied in the form of a web feed (RSS and other XML formats), and that are published by weblogs, podcasts, and other mass media websites.

· Bloglines http://www.bloglines.com/                                                                   Free aggregator service that allows users to create folders of blog feeds; provides search and “clipping” capabilities; users can also use Bloglines to publish their own blogs.

· Google Reader http://www.google.com/help/faq_reader.html                                Google’s new free aggregator.

· My Yahoo! http://help.yahoo.com/help/my/myyahoo/                                         Most used online aggregator; free; allows users to create customized portal.

· Rocketinfo http://reader.rocketinfo.com/desktop/                                                Free personal news & information tool that allows users to search, subscribe, read, and track content from RSS blog sources.

· 24bytes http://www.24bytes.com/                                                                                Free, simple blog/RSS aggregator.
