
The future of cataloging is now! 

RDA Resource Description and Access 
Keynote: Kathryn La Barre,  

Indiana Library Federation, Fort Wayne, 
IN 11-13-11 



Thanks 

• Indiana Library Federation 

• Andrea Morrison 

• Marjorie Bloss 

• GSLIS RDA testers!! 25 people 
Students: Melissa Cardenas-Dow, Ann Heinrichs, Anna Lattin, Nicole Ream-

Sotomayor, Matthew Short, Cynthia Turski, Kristen Vollmer, Harriet 
Wintermute 

Library faculty: Atoma Batoma, Fang Gao, Myung-Ja Han, Gail Hueting, Janet 
Weber 

Instructors: Cheryl Tarsala, Paul Weiss 

 



Don’t worry, be happy… 
Everything is going to be all right 

>isn’t it? 
 

http://images2.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20101010132942/uncyclopedia/images/0/03/Smiley.jpg 



FurrBrr?? 

http://zadkin.free.fr/bear2.jpg 
http://www.dofrbr.com/  

http://zadkin.free.fr/bear2.jpg�
http://www.dofrbr.com/�


What do we know about RDA? 



http://i632.photobucket.com/albums/uu46/RosaBella75/beating_a_dead_horse.jpg 

RDA 



http://www.likecool.com/Home/Accessories/Money%20to%20Burn%20Fire%20Starters/Money-to-Burn-Fire-Starters.jpg 



The Web Technology Spaghetti 

SKOS 
Simple Knowledge Organisation System 

OWL 
Web Ontology Language 

URI 
Uniform Resource Identifier 

RDF 
Resource Description Framework 

HTTP 
Hypertext Transfer Protocol 

XML 
Extensible Markup Language 

SPARQL 
RDF Query Language 

FRBR 
Functional requirements for bibliographic records 

                      RDA 
Resource description and access 

                        LOD 
Linked Open Data 

LAM 
Libraries Archives and Museums 

http://www.w3.org/2000/Talks/1206-xml2k-tbl/slide10-0.html  

http://www.w3.org/2000/Talks/1206-xml2k-tbl/slide10-0.html�


MARC 21-----------son of MARC? 

http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/memling/old-woman.jpg 
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_Plh0BlUtnTI/SOppWjUFisI/AAAAAAAAABY/Fo3L8ocUUW8/s320/Red+headed+stepchild_carrot+top_02.jpg  

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS:  10-31-11  
We agree MARC21 is ‘no longer fit for the purpose’  
“committed to developing, in collaboration with librarians, standards 
experts, and technologists a new bibliographic framework that will 
serve the associated communities well into the future.” 
http://www.loc.gov/marc/transition/news/framework-103111.html 

http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/memling/old-woman.jpg�
http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/memling/old-woman.jpg�
http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/memling/old-woman.jpg�
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_Plh0BlUtnTI/SOppWjUFisI/AAAAAAAAABY/Fo3L8ocUUW8/s320/Red+headed+stepchild_carrot+top_02.jpg�


http://www.allfromweb.net/img/misc/overwhelmed_and_overloaded/overwhelmed_2.jpg 



The past powering the future 

Endeavour and Atlantis space shuttle engines prepped for repurposing 
on the Space Launch System, a next generation heavy lift rocket. 

http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imagegallery/image_feature_2084.html 

http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imagegallery/image_feature_2084.html�


Overview 

• RDA test 

• Recommendations 

• What next?  

• RDA in action (core) 

• Lessons learned 
– FRBR 

– Bibliographic Framework Initiative 



The RDA TEST 

• Library of Congress (LC),  

• National Agricultural Library (NAL),  

• National Library of Medicine (NLM) 

• 26 sites:  
– vendor,  

– Library: public, academic, school, special,  

– GSLIS group                                                        
(Dominican, U Illinois, UW Milwaukee  + 10 others) 



Test data 
• “unexpectedly huge amount of data”  

• 10,570 bibliographic records  

• 12,800 authority records  

• More than 8,000 surveys were submitted 

“Do you think that the U.S. community should 
implement RDA?”  

Partners Yes Yes with changes 

Institutions 34% 28% 

Record creators 25% 45% 

Open to all 12% 34% 



ALA// June 2011>>Goals: Met  

– Provide a consistent, flexible and extensible 
framework for all types of resources and all types 
of content.  

– Be independent of the format, medium, or system 
used to store or communicate the data. 



Partially met  

• Compatible with internationally established 
principles and standards.  

      Increase harmonization: JSC, ISBD, and ISSN  

• Be compatible with descriptions and access 
points in existing catalogs and databases.           

      Resolve differences in access points 

• Enable users to find, identify, select, and 
obtain resources.  

      User tasks not fully verified, mixed feedback 

 



Unmet  

• Be optimized for use as an online tool 

• Be written in plain English, and able to be used 
in other language communities.  

• Be easy and efficient to use, both as a working 
tool and for training purposes.  



Untested 

• Usable primarily within the library community, 
but able to be used by other (communities)      
The Semantic Web and Dublin Core communities are 
developing application profiles based on RDA. 

• Be readily adaptable to newly emerging 
database structures. 

 Some evidence that RDA data are sufficiently granular to 
enable new types of displays) 



Fixing RDA 
Within 18>24 months (January 2013>July 2013) 

– Rewrite the RDA instructions in clear, unambiguous, plain English. 
– Solicit demonstrations of prototype input and discovery systems 
– LC as lead / coordinate RDA training (PCC/ALCTS) 
– Demonstrate credible progress towards a replacement for MARC. 

Within 12 months (July 2012) 
– Ensure and facilitate community involvement. 
– Prioritize needed updates to practices, decisions, and documentation 

Within 6 months (December 2011) 
– Announce completion of the Registered RDA Element Sets and Vocabularies. 
– Ensure the registry is well described and in synchronization with RDA rules. 
– Develop full RDA record examples in MARC and other encoding schema. 

Within 3 months (September 2011) 
– Improve functionality of the RDA Toolkit. 
– Develop timeline and continuous usability testing 
– Define process for updating online RDA 

 



Where are we now? http://www.rda-

jsc.org/summaryprog.html (September 5, 2011) 
  

RDA updates regularized: <twice annually;  minor updates - monthly;  
– “fast track” low impact proposals, including: correction of typographical errors; addition or 

removal of examples; addition of terms to vocabularies to be accelerated;  
– Users will have a single place (accessible through the RDA Toolkit or in the RDA Toolkit) to stay 

informed of RDA changes and product changes.  
Toolkit interface updates (11-8-11) LCPS  

– LCPS now consistent with LC 
– RDA browse function improved. "sort by document order" function 

Training: November 1,  
– LoC RDA-trained catalogers will return to RDA  

Plain english? Copyeditor  
 Point of contact James Hennelly at ALA Publishing.    

– 9, Identifying Persons (test case) 
– 6, Identifying Works and Expressions 10, Identifying Families, 11, Identifying Corporate Bodies 

, 17, General Guidelines on Recording Primary Relationships. Done by 6-2012 
 January 2013 – earliest possible implementation date 
ILS vendors are working on implementations… 
  

 

http://www.rda-jsc.org/summaryprog.html�
http://www.rda-jsc.org/summaryprog.html�
http://www.rda-jsc.org/summaryprog.html�


Business case? 

• Little discernible immediate benefit in 
implementing RDA alone.  

• Adoption of RDA will not result in significant cost 
savings in metadata creation.  

• There will be inevitable and significant costs in 
training. 

• Determine if future benefit outweighs these costs 
– relator codes! 

Report and recommendations of the U.S. RDA test coordinating 
committee p. 11  



Why adopt? 

RDA is a descriptive cataloging standard that: 
• lends itself to easy use in changing digital environments 
• allows the relationships among entities to be expressed with few or 

no impediments  
• enables greater use and flexibility in the digital environment 
• better describes formats beyond printed monographs and serials  
• enables the descriptive metadata created to be used in a linked 

data world 
• supports labeling of data elements for ease of data sharing, within 

and beyond the library community 
• is non- or less Anglo-centric  
• allows existing metadata to be readily re-used. 



Practical reasons 

• Rule of three 

• No more abbreviations 

• More consistent and rational? 

• Better description of non-print information 

• No more data silos!  

• Relational data model makes reuse simpler 



RDA in action? 



Comparing 

AACR2 
• Description 

– ISBD 
– Classes of materials 
– Mode of issuance 
– Type of description 

• Access 
– Choice of access points 
– Form of headings 
– References 

RDA 
• Description 

– Attributes of FRBR entities 
– Types of content and 

carrier 
– Mode of issuance 
– Mode of description 

• Access 
– FRBR relationships 
– FRAD attributes/ 

relationships 
– Subject relationships 



Level of description 
AACR2 first level 
–title proper 
 
–first statement of responsibility 
– edition statement  
 
 
– material, specific details  
 
 
– first publisher, etc.  
 
– date of publication, etc.  
– extent of item  
– notes  
– standard number 

RDA core 
–title proper 
– title proper of series / susbseries 
– first statement of responsibility 
– designation of edition 
–designation named revision of an 

edition 
– numbering within series/subseries 
– numbering of serials 
–scale of cartographic content 
– first place of publication 
–first publisher’s name 
– date of publication 
– extent 
–identifier for the manifestation 
– carrier type 



Lessons learned 



RDA test record / GSLIS 

336 Content 
337 Carrier 
338 Media 



Learning FRBR 
http://cucataloging.blogspot.com/  

Things You Should Know  
but Were Afraid to Ask.  
Speaker: Barbara Tillett.   
Recorded March 4, 2009.   
Running time: 57 minutes.  
Available at:  
http://www.loc.gov/today/cyberlc/feature_wdesc.php?rec=4554   
 

http://cucataloging.blogspot.com/�
http://www.loc.gov/today/cyberlc/feature_wdesc.php?rec=4554�


Resources -- FRBR 

FRBR – Functional Requirements for Bibliographic 
Records 

http://www.ifla.org/VII/s13/frbr/frbr.htm 

http://www.ifla.org/en/node/881#bibl   

FRBR presentations (current!): 

http://www.rda-jsc.org/rdapresentations.html  

Video: Bram Stoker’s Dracula in FRBR Terms 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LN0vKCFsXPE 

 

http://www.ifla.org/VII/s13/frbr/frbr.htm�
http://www.ifla.org/en/node/881�
http://www.rda-jsc.org/rdapresentations.html�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LN0vKCFsXPE�


FRBR Entity Levels Revisited 

Item 

Manifestation 

Expression 

Work The novel 

Original Text Translation Critical 
Edition 

Paper 

Copy 1 
Autographed Copy 2 

PDF HTML 

The movie 

Original 
Version 

Based on a graphic in Tillett, Barbara "AACR2's Strategic Plan and  IFLA Work towards an International 
Cataloguing Code“ (2002) 



Share data elements across a FRBR Work Set 

Manifestation 

Expression 

Work The novel 

Original 
Text 

Summary 

Translation Critical 
Edition 

Cover Art Subject 
Terms 

From a presentation by Ted Fons OCLC – Beyond the Record 





Bibliographic Framework Initiative 

• replacement of the 
MARC format as the 
common exchange 
currency for 
bibliographic data. 

• allow reuse of valuable 
data and remain 
supportive of MARC  

• new means for 
capturing and sharing 
bibliographic data.   

 

Formal Partners:  
– Library of Congress,  
– Library and Archives 

Canada 
– British Library  

Informal Partners:  
– OCLC and others,  
– MARC user institutions,  
– MARC advisory 

committees such as 
MARBI (etc.) 



Speak up, get involved 

• http://listserv.loc.gov/listarch/bibframe.html 
(comment on the plan for the bibliographic 
framework) 

• Continuing education  

(still part of the future)  

> Onwards and upwards for the rest of the day! 

http://listserv.loc.gov/listarch/bibframe.html�


Decoder ring 

• The JSC web site 
– http://www.rda-jsc.org/ 

• The RDA Online web site 
– http://www.rdaonline.org/ 

• LoC: Bibliographic format initiative 
http://www.loc.gov/marc/transition/ 

• RDA in 10 easy steps 
https://www.facebook.com/topic.php?uid=133281

713372685&topic=214  

http://www.rda-jsc.org/�
http://www.rdaonline.org/�
http://www.loc.gov/marc/transition/�
https://www.facebook.com/topic.php?uid=133281713372685&topic=214�
https://www.facebook.com/topic.php?uid=133281713372685&topic=214�


Thank you! 



Requirements for a New Bibliographic 
Framework Environment 

 Goals: 
Broad accommodation of content rules and data models.  Rule agnostic.  
 RDA + AACR2 + AACR + DACS + VRA + CCO (library, AND archive AND museum standards) 
Provision for types of data that logically accompany or support bibliographic description, such as 

holdings, authority, classification, preservation, technical, rights, and archival metadata.  
Accommodation of textual data, AND linked data with URIs  
Consideration of the relationships between and recommendations for communications format 

tagging, record input conventions, and system storage/manipulation.  
Consideration of the needs of all sizes and types of libraries, from small public to large 

research.  The new bibliographic framework will continue to support simpler needs in 
addition to those of large research libraries. 

Maintenance of MARC until no longer necessary.  With the migration in the near term of a large 
segment of the library community from AACR to RDA, we will need to have RDA-adapted 
MARC available.  While that need is already being addressed, it is recognized that RDA is still 
evolving and additional changes may be required.  

Compatibility with MARC-based records.   While a new schema for communications could be 
radically different --  Ideally option to preserve all data from a MARC record.   

Provision of transformation from MARC 21 to a new bibliographic environment.  A key 
requirement will be software that converts data to be moved from MARC to the new 
bibliographic framework and back, if possible, in order to enable experimentation, testing, 
and other activities related to evolution of the environment.  

ONGOING APPLICATION for  FUNDING 
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