Indiana Library Federation

Legislative Committee Minutes

September 6, 2011, 10 a.m., ILF Office Park, Bldg 911
Attendance: Susan Akers, John Barnett, Carolyn Elliott, Jane Hall, Sharon Kain (phone), Sarah Later, Betty Martin, Dianne Osborne, Wendy Phillips, Terry Rheinheimer (phone), Laurel Setser (phone), Nick Schenkel (phone), Amanda Turney, William Wiebenga
Welcome: Sarah Later called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. 

Approval of Minutes: Dianne Osborne made a motion to approve the August legislative committee minutes and Jane Hall seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

Legislative Advocates Update: John stated that the interim study committees began meeting in August and final reports are due by November 1. Nothing so far is of interest to ILF and there are no major policy issues.  Carolyn stated that she has not heard anything significant regarding education but will continue to monitor. Local elections are November 8, organization day is November 22.  John thinks the first day will be January 3. This is a short session and there are no budgetary responsibilities required.  He predicts they will conclude by March 2 so they can get back home to campaign.  There is a possibility that if the right to work issue is revived, the session could be shortened even further.

The firearms issue is still being looked at.  John and Carolyn are doubtful that any counter legislation will be introduced.

ILF Executive Office Report/Announcements: Susan Akers gave a brief overview of the August 9 event, “The Future of Public Libraries” and the CYPD conference held in mid-September. She thanked John and Carolyn for being at the CYPD conference and stated they will participate at annual conference. Susan stated the ILF board had made a recommendation of Laurel Setser to the ILHB position. The ILF implemented a membership campaign this summer and has been implementing new membership software. Susan would like to create a task force to determine how to put an economic value of the e-services that libraries provide their communities, i.e., cost savings that libraries provide as they provide computers and assistance to patrons with various government forms, e-resources and job applications. She reminded everyone that Fall Forum is Oct. 4.
Next Meeting: It will be held on October 4 after the Fall Forum at the Oak Hill Mansion in Carmel, Indiana.
Adjournment: Sarah Later adjourned the meeting at 10:50 a.m.
