Read Alouds too Good to Miss

2008-2009


Picture Books

	Berkes, Marianne
	Over in the Jungle
	A rhyming story of counting jungle animal babies and their mothers.  Beautiful pictures and wonderful repetition that even the youngest students can follow along with.  Once again as in the author’s previous book “Over in the Ocean” number 10 is the father taking care of the children.  A story you will be asked to read again and again. 

	Dotlich, Rebecca Kai
	What is Science?
	An easy story in rhyme that tells of all things which fall into the study of science.

	Gravett, Emily
	Wolves
	Rabbit visits the library and checks out a book to read about wolves.  While he is reading the story the wolves in the illustrations are changing.  It has a surprise ending that your students will love.  A must read aloud!

	Lakin, Patricia
	Clarence the Copy Cat, Doubleday, 2002
	Clarence is not your typical cat, he does not like to chase mice. He is kicked out of the Sam’s Sandwich Shop because he did not do his job. He does not feel welcome anywhere until he turns up outside Barnstable Library and is taken by Mr. Spanner.

	LaReau, Kara
	Ugly Fish
	Ugly fish discovers that having the whole fish tank to himself may not be the most fun situation after he eats all the new fish and discovers that he now has no one with which to play.  When his last chance for a playmate, Shiny Fish, arrives things take a turn for the worse.

	Rusch, Elizabeth
	A Day with No Crayons
	Liza loves the color of her crayons as she creates pictures.  When she runs out of paper and uses a blank wall for her pictures, her mother takes her crayons from her.  Left in a colorless world, she discovers the wonderful colors of nature and, in the end, realizes that the natural colors of the world are even better than the colors of the crayons which imitate the.

	Schachner, Judy
	Skippyjon Jones
	Story about a Siamese cat who likes birds, likes to bounce on  his bed, can’t figure out who or what he is. He tries to mask himself and become a Chihuahua. He has an adventure, realizes he is a cat, but still wants more.

	Schaefer, Lola M.
	Frankie Stein
	Mrs. and Mrs. Frank N. Stein love theirson very much.  However, they aredisappointed that, despite their best efforts and his, their son is not asscary as a Stein should be.

	Stevens, Janet and Susan Stevens Crummel
	Help Me, Mr. Mutt!, Harcourt, 208
	Mr. Mutt receives letters from animals around the United States for advice. He is a people expert and gives advice to help with their humans.

	Wheeler, Lisa
	Dino-Hockey
	A rhyming story about different dinosaurs playing a hockey game. Gives information about the names of different dinosaurs, their diet, and how they play hockey. Colorful and fun!


Intermediate

	Bishop, Nic
	Frogs
	With his amazing photographs, Bishop shares with the reader some of the most interesting and unusual types of frogs.  He highlights some of the features that help frogs adapt and survive.

	Fitzgerald, Dawn
	Vinnie and Abraham
	A true story about Vinnie Ream, a Wisconsin girl who moves to Washington, D.C. after the Civil War begins. She has to work to earn a living at sixteen, but studies sculpting from a famous sculptor, then meets Abraham Lincoln and is granted the chance to create his sculpture, becoming the first woman to receive a commission from the United State government. Her sculpture of Lincoln still stands in the Rotunda today. 

	Fleming, Candace
	The Faublous Fourth Graders of Aesop Elementary School, Schwartz, 2007
	The fourth grade at Aesop Elementary are ‘precocious’, ‘high-energy’, ‘robust’, or as the lunchroom monitor says, ‘just plain naughty.’ What will the new teacher really think of them?

	George, Jean Craighead
	The Wolves are Back, Dutton, 2008
	Wonderful illustrations help tell the story of a young wolf pup growing up in Yellowstone National Park. Jean George assures us throughout the story that the ‘wolves are back.’

	Haddix, Margaret Peterson
	Dexter the Tough, Aladdin, 2007
	Dexter hated his new school the first day; however, a sympathetic teacher and her writing assignment brought him face to face with his own thoughts and feelings about his family.

	Hopkinson, Deborah
	Sweet Land of Liberty  Peachtree, 2007
	Oscar Chapman grew up in a poor family in Virginia, but eventually found his way to Washington, D.C. as assistant secretary of the interior. When Marion Anderson was denied the right to sing in Constitution Hall in 1939, it was Oscar who paved the way for her to sing in front of the Lincoln Memorial.

	Kelly, Katy
	Lucy Rose: Busy Like You Can’t Believe, Delacorte, 2006
	Lucy Rose writes in her diary that she heard her mother talking about dating. She believes her worse fears are coming true. Is what she overheard true?

	MacLachlan, Patricia
	Edward’s Eyes
	A touching story of two siblings, Jake and Edward, who have an almost mystical connection and how Jake and the family cope with the untimely death of Edward and the decision to donate his organs.  Presented in an easy chapter format, the book makes a good springboard for the discussion of death, dying and organ donation.

	Mazer, Harry
	A  Boy at War
	

	Weeks, Sarah
	Oggie Cooder
	Quirky fourth-grader Oggie Cooder goesfrom being ignored by all to being everyone's best friend when his uncannyability to chew slices of cheese into the shapes of states lands him on apopular TV talent show.  However,he soon learns that being a celebrity isn't all he thought it would be.


Ageless

	Bauer, Marion Dane
	A Mama for Owen
	Based on the true story of Owen and Mzee, the book shares the adventure of the young rhino that lost his mother in the tsunami.  He is rescued and in a wildlife sanctuary finds a new friends in a 130 year old tortoise, Mzee.

	Morris, Carla
	The Boy who was Raised by Librarians
	Melvin is an inquisitive boy and a trio of public librarians helps foster his love of learning.  Over the years, the librarians are his biggest fans and in the end help guide him to the most appropriate career.

	Palatini, Margie
	The Cheese
	This uproarious spoof of "The Farmer in the Dell" begins with the chunk of cheddar standing alone in a field.  However, the rat can't see letting good food go to waste because of some silly song and decides it's time for a nosh.  Soon, the others on the farm decide to join him, especially when the farmer decides that if they are going to eat the cheese they might as well make a party out of it.

	Pinkney, Jerry
	Little Red Riding Hood
	In this traditional tale of Little Red Riding Hood, Pinkney shares the adventures of the young girl who goes off to meet her Grandma.  In the end the woodsman who slays the wolf with his ax and frees Grandma and Little Red Riding Hood saves all.

	Prelutsky, Jack
	My Dog May Be a Genius
	Humorous poetry brings together unusual people and unlikely situations.

	Rumford, James
	Silent Music
	A story about Ali, a young boy who loves soccer and dancing, but especially loves calligraphy and how it links to his life whether it is music, family, soccer, music or the concepts of war and peace.

	Sierra, Judy
	Born to Read
	Sam learns that reading is important by finding out all the places you can find things to read – even in the most unexpected places.  He also learns that reading might even save the day.


High School / Middle School 

	Avi
	The Book without Words
	An unusual book becomes the possession of a desperate boy with a dangerous dream and, years later, his servants must decide whether to try and use it.

	Carbone, Elisa Lynn
	Blood on the River
	Traveling to the New World in 1606 as the page to Captain John Smith, twelve-year-old orphan Samuel Collier settles in the new colony of James Town, where he must quickly learn to distinguish between friend and foe.

	Curtis, Christopher Paul
	Elijah of Buxton
	n 1859, eleven-year-old Elijah Freeman, the first free-born child in Buxton, Canada, which is a haven for slaves fleeing the American south, uses his wits and skills to try to bring to justice the lying preacher who has stolen money that was to be used to buy a family's freedom.

	Fehler, Gene
	Beanball
	Luke Wallace, a high school junior and pro baseball prospect, is hit in the face by a wild pitch that threatens his life and causes him to lose the sight in one eye.

	Johnston, Tony
	Harmonica
	Separated from his parents in Poland during World War II, a young Jewish boy enslaved in a concentration camp keeps hope alive while playing Schubert on his harmonica whenever the camp's commandant orders him to play.

	McMullan, Margaret
	When I Crossed No-Bob
	en years after the Civil War's end, twelve-year-old Addy, abandoned by her parents, is taken from the horrid town of No-Bob by schoolteacher Frank Russell and his bride, but when her father returns to claim her she must find another way to leave her O'Donnell past behind.

	Peck, Richard
	On the Wings of Heroes
	boy recalls the homefront years of World War II, especially his two heroes--his brother in the Air Force and his father, who fought in the previous war.

	Smith, Roland
	Peak
	A fourteen-year-old boy attempts to be the youngest person to reach the top of Mount Everest.

	Tarshis, Lauren
	Emma-Jean Lazarus Fell Out of A Tree
	A quirky and utterly logical seventh-grade girl named Emma-Jean Lazarus discovers some interesting results when she gets involved in the messy everyday problems of her peers.



